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Saturday, February 13 at 5:30 p.m. 
At the home of Leo and Janet Brandess 

Sponsored by the Tom Theriot Memorial Program Fund, this evening will 
feature the talents of Israeli musician Amir Gwirtzman. See the article on 
page 5 for details. 
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Friday, February 26 starting at 6:00 p.m. 
Join us for a potluck dinner and Purim celebration on February 26. Be sure to 
come in costume! The potluck dinner begins at 6:00 p.m.; bring a dish to share 
(kosher style – no pork or shellfish and keep dairy and meat separate please). 
Then enjoy the Shabbat / Purim service and reading of the Book of Esther. To 
RSVP for the potluck, please contact Susan Pollard at kdsnus@aol.com or call 
TBT at 281-446-5611. See you there! 
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Celebrate the Ordination of Rabbi Dan Gordon 

March 6 at 8:00 pm 
If you receive TBT e-mails, you should have recently received your paperless 
invitation and response “card.” If you did not get an e-mail invitation and 
would like to attend, please leave a message at the temple. Space is limited!  
Please respond promptly!!!! The RSVP deadline is February 19th. 
  
Doors to the sanctuary will open at 7:30 PM. This wonderful evening will 
include musical entertainment and words of wisdom from Rabbi Ernesto 
Yattah and others.  A desert reception follows the program. Please call Hy 
Penn if you would like to help with the event. 
 

������	�������������

As part of our Purim celebration, TBT will assemble food baskets of 
Hamentashen and other goodies for you to give to your friends. Keep your eyes 
peeled for the order form, which is due by February 17. On Sunday, February 
21 at noon, we’ll have a Hamentashen baking party at TBT, and we would 
welcome your help! The order form has all the details, and you can contact 
Stephanie Manley (Stephanie.Manley@gmail.com) with questions.
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Temple Beth Torah 
320 Shallow Drive 

Humble, Texas 77338 
(281) 446-5611 

www.temple-beth-torah.org 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1  Shevat 17 2  Shevat 18 3  Shevat 19 4  Shevat 20 5  Shevat 21 6  Shevat 22 

 Get your 
grocery cards 
from Carol 
Wellner. 

 
 

Midweek 
Hebrew 
5:00-6:15 PM 
 
Adult 
Education: Job 
7:00-8:30 PM 

 
 

Shabbat 
Service 
7:15 PM 
 

 

7  Shevat 23 8  Shevat 24 9  Shevat 25  10  Shevat 26 11  Shevat 27 12  Shevat 28 13  Shevat 29 
Flowerbed 
Workday 
9:00 AM 
 
Religious 
School 
9:15 AM-Noon 
 
 

 
Join Kroger’s 
Neighbor to 
Neighbor 
program to 
earn money for 
TBT every time 
you shop. 

 Midweek 
Hebrew 
5:00-6:15 PM 
 
Adult 
Education: Job 
7:00-8:30 PM 
 

 Tot Shabbat 
6:00 PM 
 
Shabbat 
Service 
7:15 PM 
 
Oneg: 
Leslie Witkov 

Israeli Culture 
Night 
5:30 PM 
At the home of 
Janet and Leo 
Brandess 

14  Shevat 30 15  Adar 1 16  Adar 2 17  Adar 3 18  Adar 4 19  Adar 5 20  Adar 6 
No Religious 
School 
 
Yom Limmud 
Congregation 
Beth Israel 
 

 
To earn money 
for TBT, visit 
our Web site, 
click on the 
amazon.com 
link, and shop 
away! 

 Midweek 
Hebrew 
5:00-6:15 PM 
 
Adult 
Education: Job 
7:00-8:30 PM 
 
Deadline for 
Purim basket 
orders! 

TBT 
Sisterhood 
7:00 PM 
 

Shabbat 
Service 
7:15 PM 
 
Oneg: 
Sisterhood 
 
RSVP deadline 
for the March 6 
celebration of 
Rabbi Dan 
Gordon’s 
ordination! 

Tobin Johnson 
Bar Mitzvah 
Breakfast 
9:30 AM 
Service 
10:30 AM 
 

21  Adar 7 22  Adar 8 23  Adar 9 24  Adar 10 25  Adar 11 26  Adar 12 27  Adar 13 
Religious 
School 
9:15 AM-Noon 
 
Hamentaschen 
Baking Party 
Noon 
 
 

  
 

Midweek 
Hebrew 
5:00-6:15 PM 
 
Purim Basket 
Assembly 
Party 
7:00 PM 
 
Adult 
Education: Job 
7:00-8:30 PM 

Sisterhood 
Dinner and 
Concert 
Time TBA 

Purim Potluck 
Dinner 
6:00 PM 
 
Shabbat/Purim 
Service 
7:15 PM 
 
Oneg: 
Joy Fields 
 

 

28  Adar 14       

Religious 
School / Purim 
Carnival  
Time TBA 
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MESSAGE FROM OUR RABBI 

Temple Beth Strawbridge  (or Strawbridge United Beth Torah) 
 
I think I’ve been learning a lot about “Christian charity” since 2010 began.  It’s not a lot different from 
“Jewish charity,” you know.  Many of you know the result, but few know the full story about why our January 
Shabbat services are at Strawbridge United Methodist Church.  It’s a tale worth remembering. 
 
Sunday morning, January 10, was a cold day, the end of one of the coldest weeks anyone in Houston can 
remember.  I had just returned to Houston on Friday, January 8th, having been in even colder Pittsburgh to 
officiate the funeral of my dear Aunt Mickey, who passed away two months before her 93rd birthday.  That 
Sunday was going to be a VERY busy day – Religious School, bar and bat mitzvah tutoring, an Exploring 
Basic Judaism class, and two or three committee meetings before and after a memorial service for Mike 
Kelley.  Mike, Iris Kelley’s husband, had passed away from lung cancer on January 4th, and his memorial 
service was scheduled for 2 PM. 
 
Hy Penn, who helps the TBT community in more ways than most of us can count, was on call for his doctor’s 
office that morning.  He decided to stop by the temple to put on the heat before 8 a.m. so our religious school 
students wouldn’t be too cold when they arrived at 9:15.  Hy discovered that a pipe had burst and leaked 
throughout the building, especially flooding the sanctuary.  He turned off the water and made contact with 
those who could take the next steps, including building chair Debbie Swaim.  Soon, the building was filled 
with helpers: Debbie, Bruce Pollard, Dick Amos, Chuck Weiss, Si Wellner, Harry Feinman, Bart and Alla 
Myers, and others. 
 
The sanctuary obviously was not going to be available for Religious School that morning or for the afternoon 
memorial service.  When I found out about the flooding shortly after 8 a.m., I began to think, “Who has a 
house big enough, who could host a memorial service on such short notice?”  Remembering a loved one in an 
honorable and appropriate way is one of the most important things we do.  Dear friends and family had 
traveled great distances for this service, and rescheduling would have been nearly impossible.  Then, I thought 
of good relationships we have with many of the local churches.  The first church that came to mind was 
Strawbridge.  As long as I’ve been with TBT, Strawbridge has been bringing teenagers to one Friday night 
service each fall to learn about Judaism and Jewish worship.  It’s always a highlight of the year for both the 
church and the temple.  The teenagers are always well-behaved, enthusiastic, and inquisitive.  We all learn a 
lot when they visit.  So, I called the church, found out the emergency “on call” number, and reached Reverend 
Beth Chenault.  Beth was the youth pastor who first thought to bring students to the temple; now she has been 
promoted to Associate Pastor.  I caught her just before she was going in for their Sunday morning service and 
quickly explained our predicament.  Without hesitation, she said, “Come here.”  The memorial service went 
well, in a sacred space that honored Mike’s memory, and Rev. Chenault and the senior pastor, Reverend Jim 
Reiter, insisted that we accept their hospitality to worship on Fridays as long as necessary. 
 
The very next day, I spent about five hours at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church at an interfaith convocation 
on immigration reform.  Cardinal Daniel DiNardo and Rabbi David Rosen were two of the primary speakers.  
Rabbi Rosen reminded the crowd of Jewish experiences as immigrants.  Many of our families came to the 
United States to seek better lives.  At times, we faced discrimination once we got here.  Sometimes, we were 
denied entry due to quotas.  There were times during the Holocaust when boats with Jews hoping to enter the 
U.S. were turned away and sent back to Europe.  During the prayer service, Rabbi David Lyons quoted a 
passage from Leviticus reminding us to be kind to strangers because we were strangers in the land of Egypt.  
Immediately after Rabbi Lyons’ Hebrew reading, a Christian pastor quoted from the New Testament Matthew 
Chapter 25, a parable about Jesus honoring those who help others.  I smiled during the service, because I had 
recently used both of those biblical passages.  I had quoted Leviticus 19 at an interfaith Thanksgiving service 
at Rothko Chapel in November.  Matthew 25 came to my attention because of Mike Kelley’s memorial.  Mike 
lived his life as a Lutheran but, being part of a Jewish family, had asked me to officiate his funeral.  I 
consulted with a Lutheran minister friend of mine who suggested that passage. (continued on the next page) 



 
MESSAGE FROM OUR RABBI (continued) 

Things have come together in January, 2010 in some 
ironic ways.  Rev. Reiter and Rev. Chenault said, “We 
feel honored and blessed to have you worshipping here 
in your time of need.”  It’s a wonderful lesson for all of 
us to remember our obligations to be able to offer 
kindness when we can, and to be able to accept the 
kindness of others when necessary. 
 
I’d like to publicly thank our Christian neighbors for 
their gracious kindness and pray that we’ll continue to 
learn from each other.  With this kind of spirit, both our 
temple and the world can be repaired! 
B’Shalom, 
%���&
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As you may know, on January 10 a water pipe break 
was discovered in the building attributed to the extreme 
cold weather. This small pipe break led to some water 
damage in the building. Several people stepped up to 
the plate to help out in this emergency situation. They 
dropped whatever they were doing in their lives to come 
to the temple and work through our issues. Due to their 
quick action the damage is much less severe than it 
could have been. We can’t thank them enough! 
  
Hy Penn stopped by the temple on his way to work to 
turn up the heat for the Sunday School kids and 
discovered the flooded building. He also figured out 
how to turn off the water to the building. 
Si Wellner and Bruce Pollard helped to troubleshoot 
the initial problem and moved chairs and books from 
the sanctuary. 
Dick Amos worked long and hard on moving chairs, 
books, tables . . . anything not nailed down. 
Bob Swaim started mopping up water from the floors in 
the classrooms. 
Harry Feinman came out with a ladder so we could 
check the roof and shared his knowledge of the 
building. 
Chuck Weiss found us a plumber on short notice who 
could come out and figure out where all the water was 
coming from. He also shared his extensive knowledge 
of the building. 
Carrie Keith, Bart Myers and Alla Myers offered to 
help out wherever needed. 
 
I apologize if I neglected to mention someone, but it 
was a little hectic! Please recognize their contributions 
as we work toward repairing the damage in the temple. 
We should be fully repaired soon. 
%������ �����

�����������	
�	���
�����
��������	��
�����������������������������������
��
������������	��������� � ��������!
����

�
��"���#�������"�������
����#$�
�

���������������
����������������  
Compiled by Dan Gordon 

February 5-6  Yitro  Exodus 18:1-20:23 
Yitro, the portion named for Moses’ father-in-law, 
begins with the Midianite priest’s stunning confession 
that “the Lord is greater than all gods.” Wise Jethro 
counsels his son-in-law to delegate his authority. The 
Ten Commandments are given by God in Yitro, amidst 
thunder and lightning, through Moses’ voice. These 
commandments begin our relationship as a people with 
a special covenant with God that includes special 
responsibilities. 

February 12-13  Mishpatim  Exodus 21:1-24:18 
“ Mishpatim” means “rules,” “laws” or “ordinances” 
and seems disorganized to the modern reader because 
the rules were meant to be remembered through hearing 
rather than reading. Both ritual and ethical laws are 
given in Mishpatim. Some of the most important laws 
concern ethical treatment for the stranger, the widow 
and the orphan. 

February 19-20  Terumah  Exodus 25:1-27:19 
We receive an elaborate description of how the 
Tabernacle is to be constructed, from the kind of wood 
used to the fabric for the drapes.  Even though the 
construction is described in very elegant terms, we are 
encouraged only to make offerings from our hearts. A 
center piece in the Tabernacle will be the seven-
branched menorah, which will be kept lit in an eternal 
light, signifying God’s constant presence. 

February 26-27  Tetzaveh  Exodus 27:20-30:10 
This Torah portion describes the elaborate procedure 
involved in ordaining the priestly family, Aaron’s 
descendants, who will be known as “Kohanim.” Their 
clothes and their lives distinguish them as servants of 
both God and the people. They must take their roles 
extremely seriously, using sacred rituals that represent 
the Israelites’ devotion to God. The portion begins with 
instructions for the “ner tamid,” or Eternal Light, that 
reminds both of God’s everlasting presence and our 
eternal relationship and devotion. 

 

 

 



 
MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

A recent article in The New York Times presented some 
very interesting facts about the world Jewish 
population. Jews make up only 0.2% of the world’s 
population but 54 percent of world chess champions, 27 
percent of the Nobel physics laureates, and 31 percent 
of the medicine laureates. Jews make up 2 percent of 
the U.S. population but 21 percent of the Ivy League 
student body. Jews make up 37 percent of the Academy 
Award-winning directors and 51 percent of the Pulitzer 
Prize winners for nonfiction. Most importantly, Jews 
make up 38 percent of leading philanthropists in 
America. 
 
In his book The Golden Age of Jewish Achievement, 
author Steven L. Pease lists some of the explanations 
that people put forth for this record of achievement. 
But he admits that no single explanation can account for 
this evidence of Jewish accomplishment. Mr. Pease 
offers his summary: “The Jewish faith encourages a 
belief in progress and personal accountability. It is 
learning based, not rite based.” 
 
I offer another possible explanation for your 
consideration. “Every great dream begins with a 
dreamer. Always remember, you have within you 
the strength, the patience, and the passion to reach 
for the stars, to change the world.” Those words were 
spoken by Mrs. Harriet Tubman. Mrs. Tubman was 
born a slave in 1820 or 1821 and never received formal 
education yet went on to achieve a long list of stellar 
accomplishments. She was nicknamed “Moses” because 
she personally freed over 300 slaves prior to and during 
the Civil War. Her entire adult life was dedicated to 
improving life for African Americans and women of all 
colors. She was successful enough in changing the 
world that in 1994 the U.S. Postal System issued a first 
class stamp in recognition of  her legacy of 
achievement. If Jews are overachievers, Mrs. Tubman 
could have been Jewish. 
 
As I promised, this board wants to know, What is the 
dream you have that we can help make reality? That 
dream for yourself, for your significant other, for your 
children, your parents, your friends? More friends, 
more education, more community, more alternatives for 
your kids, etc, etc. 
 
Please let us know. Send me an e-mail at 
simonwellner@earthlink.com, give me a call at the 
temple Stan, pull me aside Jack, slip me a note Gus. 
There are at least “50 ways” to reach me or a board 
member. 

 ��
��

�	���������������������������	�
������ ���!������	������

"����#!���$����
%�&����'�()*�+,)-�.��

���������������/���������0���1�����		�
 

The Tom Theriot Memorial Program 
Fund is sponsoring its second event of 
5770 and first event of 2010. Thanks to 
the Goldring/ Woldenberg Institute of 
Southern Jewish Life and the Charles 
and Lynn Schusterman Family 
Foundation, Israeli musician Amir 
Gwirtzman is touring throughout 
Jewish communities of the south – and 
coming to the Temple Beth Torah 
community on February 13! 
 

Amir has been playing the recorder since he was 7, the 
clarinet since the age of 9, and saxophone since he was 
16. He now plays more than 20 different reed 
instruments, including the bagpipes. He has performed 
at major music festivals in Belgium, Israel and France. 
He is a founding member of the world-renowned band 
ESTA, which blends the power of rock with the spirit of 
jazz to transcend style and borders. In 1998, ESTA 
performed at the White House at then President Bill 
Clinton’s celebration of Israel’s 50th anniversary. 
 

Our intimate gathering at the home of Janet and Leo 
Brandess will begin with a catered meal of Middle 
Eastern food (sponsored by the Theriot Fund) followed 
by havdallah led by Rabbi Dan. Then, Amir will share 
his knowledge of the Israeli and international music 
scene, and give a demonstration of his musical talents 
with a variety of instruments. 
 

Tom Theriot was an active member and enthusiastic 
supporter of Temple Beth Torah. He loved Shabbat 
services, especially the music, as his way of relaxing at 
the end of the week. When he passed away from brain 
cancer in September, 2008, Castine and her family 
decided to establish The Tom Theriot Memorial 
Program Fund. This fund is meant to honor Tom’s 
legacy by providing programs to help people enjoy 
Judaism in fun, dynamic and inspiring ways. In this 
way, Tom continues to be a blessing for us all. 
 

There is no charge for the event, but an RSVP is 
necessary to plan for the right amount of food.  Please 
RSVP by calling the temple or e-mailing 
dangordon@sbcglobal.net. For the Brandess’ address, 
please consult your temple directory. If you need 
directions, e-mail jbrandess08@yahoo.com.�

�
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You can join the global effort to rebuild Haiti by 
contributing to the non-profit organization of your 
choice. Here are some trustworthy institutions that 
are currently collecting cash donations for Haiti: 

·  Red Cross: On your cell phone, text HAITI to 
90999 ($10 donation) or visit the Red Cross 
Website: www.redcross.org 

·  The Clinton Foundation: On your cell phone, 
text HAITI to 20222 ($10 donation) or visit 
www.clintonfoundation.org 

·  Stop Hunger Now: Visit their Web site at 
www.stophungernow.org 

·  Jewish Federation of Greater Houston-Joint 
Distribution Committee Haiti Earthquake 
Relief Fund: Visit www.houstonjewish.org 

 
Prior to January 12, you probably knew very little about 
Haiti. You may have known only about the political 
violence that has characterized life in that Caribbean 
nation of 9 million since it declared independence from 
France in 1804 to become the second free country in the 
Americas (after the United States) and the first black 
republic in the modern world. 
 
Haiti is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere 
with 80% of the population living under the poverty line 
and 54% in abject poverty. Two-thirds of all Haitians 
depend on the agricultural sector, mainly small-scale 
subsistence farming, and remain vulnerable to damage 
from frequent natural disasters, exacerbated by the 
country’s widespread deforestation. While the economy 
has recovered in recent years, registering positive 
growth since 2005, four tropical storms in 2008 
severely damaged the transportation infrastructure and 
agricultural sector. 
 
Haitians are a very resilient people.  They face adversity 
with a positive and peaceful attitude. Their family and 
spiritual values are exceptional, and so are their life 
expressions of colorful art and music. 
 
The American public has responded in an outstanding 
manner. Just by texting alone, more than $25 million 
have been collected so far. 
 
Israel was one of the first countries to respond with help 
after the earthquake of unparalleled magnitude hit Haiti. 
The Israel Defense Forces was the first major Israeli 
team to arrive. Team members reached Haiti three days 
after the earthquake on a flight loaded with military and 

civilian medical personnel from all over Israel, rescue 
teams, search dogs and supplies. While Port-au-Prince’s 
hospitals were rendered mostly useless by the quake, 
the IDF team set up a field hospital near a soccer 
stadium to treat survivors. It was one of the only places 
Haitians could receive advanced medical treatment in 
the city. 

Please donate now.  Millions of survivors need your 
help! 

Please join us for the Bar Mitzvah of Tobin 
Johnson on Saturday, February 20. A light 

breakfast will be hosted by the Johnson family in 
the Oneg room starting at 9:30 a.m., and the 

service will begin at 10:30 a.m. 
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The Bureau of Jewish Education of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Houston 16th Annual Yom 
Limmud, Day of Learning, will be on February 14 at 
Congregation Beth Israel. Yom Limmud provides a 
unique opportunity for the Houston Jewish community 
to gather together to learn, exchange ideas, share 
experiences, and celebrate Jewish life.�
 
More than 70 presenters will offer a wide variety of 
workshops and classes on ethics, Israel advocacy, 
Torah, spirituality, the changing model of American 
Jewish life, Shabbat, and more. Each is intended 
specifically for adults, families, teachers, and/or middle 
and high school students. Highlights include the five 
Barish Limmud Scholars, music, arts and crafts, and a 
special Cantor’s concert to conclude the day’s event. 
 
Among the presentations, Rabbi Dan Gordon will 
present “Tradition with a Twist:  The Magic of Modern 
Midrash.” Full schedules of the classes are available at 
TBT and on the Federation Web site. 
 
Contact bloeser@houstonjewish.org for more 
information. Registration for Yom Limmud can be done 
online at www.houstonjewish.org/yomlimmud or at the 
door on February 14. 
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To new member Stephanie Manley, who joined 
TBT last month and has jumped in with both feet 
by taking on the fundraising responsibilities! 
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The Hebrew phrase tikkun olam 
means “world repair.” In modern 
Jewish circles, tikkun olam has 
become synonymous with social 
action and the pursuit of social 
justice. It is time to recognize 
another congregant who does his or 
her part to make the world a better 
place.  Please submit names of candidates for this honor 
to Hy Penn at hypenn@kingwoodcable.com. 
  
Susan Pollard is our current honoree. Susan joined TBT 
with husband Bruce and their three children in 1999, 
and she did not waste any time getting involved. She 
quickly blended into the fabric of the synagogue and 
has served on the board of directors as president, 
delegate-at-large, social committee chair and currently 
as our vice-president. She has been a religious school 
teacher for seven years, inspiring daughters Meredith 
and Rachel to join her, and is the childcare coordinator 
for special worship services. She is also known for 
making a pretty good hamentashen. 
  
Susan is on the board of directors of Keep Kingwood 
Green and is active in educating and promoting 
recycling in the area. She is an active member of the 
organization's outreach program educating adults and 
children about the benefits of recycling. 
  
And speaking of children, Susan has been a troop leader 
for daughter Rachel’s Girl Scout troop for a number of 
years. She has served at the Girl Scout Service Unit as 
Training Coordinator and Service Team member. 
  
At the public school level, Susan has chaired the 
elementary school environmental/garden club 
committee. This involves holding monthly meetings and 
promoting recycling and reusing at the elementary 
school level. 
  
Not only does Susan help make the world a better place 
in her spare time, she also lives this ideal in her 
professional life. As a PhD psychologist, Susan helps 
and supports the elderly in rehabilitation centers and 
nursing homes. Previously, she was involved in 
residential treatment with teenagers as well as with head 
injured patients in a general private practice. 
  
Most importantly, Susan has served as a role model for 
her children, Meredith, Rachel, and William, who have 
followed her examples of making our world a better 
place in which to live. 
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The Exploring Basic Judaism classes are suspended 
until the building issues are fully resolved. If you’ve 
been attending, you will receive e-mails from Rabbi 
Dan to update you when classes will resume. If you’d 
like to be included, e-mail dangordon@sbcglobal.net. 
 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS  
Dear Parents, 
Our first Sunday school session in January was 
definitely memorable. The students celebrated 
Havdallah by creating collages, braiding three candles 
into one to make a Havdallah candle, braiding cookie 
dough into the shape of a candle, decorating kiddish 
cups and participating in a Havdallah service with 
students and their families. 
 

In celebration of the birth of trees, we will welcome 
back our ISJL fellow, Lena Wise, this weekend, January 
29-31. We’ll be planting parsley in little clay pots that 
the students will be able to use in time for Passover. 
We’ll also have a Tu B’ Shevat Seder that includes 18 
fruits that we’ll learn about, and Rabbi Dan will lead us 
in prayer and discussion of the four questions. 
 

In February, we will hold Sunday school classes on the 
7th, 21st, and 28th. We will not have Sunday school on 
February 14 because TBT teachers will be attending 
Yom Limmud. This is a day of learning, and we invite 
parents and members of the temple to join us. We will 
be sending out more information about presenters and 
classes being offered. Childcare will be available for 
those interested in attending. 
 

Religious school students will participate in the 
Shabbat/Purim service on February 26 and are 
encouraged to come in costume. Our annual Purim 
carnival will take place on February 28: Look for 
information soon about times and activities.    
Shalom, 
 ������ ���	��
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We’ve received great feedback about the “new” prayer 
books we’ve been using that include transliteration of 
the major prayers. We’re in great need of more books to 
accommodate some of our larger services. Would you 
like to honor a loved one’s memory or commemorate a 
special occasion with the donation of a book? Donated 
books will have plates inside so that worshippers will be 
able to honor your loved ones with their prayers. One 
book can be donated for $20 or three for $50. Contact 
Dick Amos at dtamos6129@embarqmail.com or leave a 
message at (281) 446-5611 for more information. 
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WHY STUDY JOB? Job is 
not a book about how to handle 
suffering. Job’s suffering 
simply becomes the vehicle in 
his search for reason, meaning, 
and destiny in his life. It is the drama of the human soul 
searching for substance, meaning, and purpose. Job’s 
three friends seek to first console Job and then 
challenge him to search his heart. Much dialogue and 
debate transpires over the course of the book, with Job 
arguing with his three erstwhile companions. 
 
Join us at TBT’s Adult Education Class as we get 
immersed in the dialogue and begin to discover some of 
our own patterns of thought and purpose as we struggle 
with our own issues and challenges of life. This six-
week class begins Wednesday, February 3 and goes 
through Wednesday, March 10. We will meet from  
7:00-8:30 PM in TBT’s Oneg Room. 
 
The six-week session is $30 for members and $40 for 
nonmembers. We want everyone to feel welcome at 
TBT. If finances are a concern, please make the 
contribution that is comfortable for you. 
 

��������	
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The new ritual committee has met, and we are in for 
some exciting things. We’re exploring adding periodic 
Shabbat morning services or study sessions, as well as 
having an occasional service that emphasizes music. 
We’re also hoping to be able to eventually record our 
services to be available to members. 
 
You will also notice that some new melodies to our 
traditional service songs will be interjected at times to 
give a fresh and bold opportunity to enliven and 
enhance the service. Our music group, KOL SIMCHA, 
which provides song leadership for the services, 
consists of Dick Amos, Bruce Pollard, Shawna 
Kullman, Shayna Schulz and Tobin Johnson. 
 
New things are in store, and if you have suggestions for 
improving our Shabbat services I would like to hear 
from you. My e-mail is dtamos6129@embarqmail.com. 
We look forward to seeing you on Friday night. 
B’Shalom, 
%��*�"�
��
Ritual Committee Chairman 
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With the big freeze a few weeks ago and the nice 
weather now, the flowerbeds at TBT need some TLC.  
We need lots of help to prune shrubs and pull weeds in 
the flowerbeds. All help would be appreciated. We will 
be having a FLOWERBED WORKDAY  on 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7 starting at 9 a.m. Bring 
whatever gardening tools and trimmers you think might 
be helpful. And don’t forget work gloves! Bagels and 
juice will be available. Please come out to help. 
  

Also, last year we had an Adopt-a-
Flowerbed program, which was very 
successful. Hopefully most of my 
“weeders” will return, but we still need 
more to make this an easier job. Here’s 

how you can help: 
 
1.  Volunteer to adopt a section of flower bed. 
2.  Maintain your section of flower bed at your 
convenience every few weeks while dropping off kids 
at Sunday School, passing through Humble, etc. 
3.  Enjoy looking at well groomed flower beds at our 
Temple Beth Torah home and knowing you helped! 
  
After initial weeding this should take about 15-20 
minutes of upkeep if your section of flower bed is 
weeded on a regular basis. Please volunteer to help with 
this worthwhile project. We’ll still have occasional 
“weeding parties” so we can weed together as a group, 
but this would be a good way to do a mitzvah for the 
temple on your own time as well. Contact Debbie 
Swaim at dsschem@kingwoodcable.com if you can 
help out. 
 

���������	  
We had a lovely dinner at Zammitti’s last month. 
Our next Sisterhood gathering will be February 
25th. We will meet for an early dinner, and those 
who are interested will continue on to see Frankie 
Valli and the Four Seasons in Houston. We are 
trying to get a group rate for tickets, so if you are 
interested, contact Susan Meinholz. More details 
will be coming in an e-mail. (Not getting 
Sisterhood e-mails? Let Susan know: 
waterlilies@kingwoodcable.com.) 
 
Suzi, Susan M. and Debbie had a great visit at the 
Family Time shelter on January 24th. The kids and 
moms were singing strong, and they loved making 
the crafts. Our next visit will be February 21st if 
anyone is interested in joining us.
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SIMCHAS FOR FEBRUARY 

    
Date Birthday Anniversary 

 2 Daniel Feinman 
 3 Scott Winter 
 6 Justin Bassett 
 8 Abigail Johnson 
  Madeleine Johnson 
 11 Susie Shuman 
 13 Barry Sachs 
 14 Greg LaCour 
 15 Valerie Troxclair 
 18   Elpidio & Lucy Morejon 
 19 Tobin Johnson 
  William Pollard 
 20 Jim Meinholz 
 23 Jeff Meinholz 
 25 Donna Karash 
  Marty Kaufman 
  Roni Morris 
  Rebecca Swaim 
 26 Alice Marchand 
 27 Lynn Gordon 
  Donna Solovay 
 29 Janet Brandess 
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The annual HAAM Chili Cook-off will be Sunday, 
February 28th at the Humble Civic Center. Come 
and be a part of Temple Beth Torah’s winning chili 
team. It’s also a great day to enjoy chili, music and 
a silent auction while supporting HAAM. Look for 
more information in an e-mail, or contact Susan 
Meinholz at waterlilies@kingwoodcable.com if 
you’d like to participate. 
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Temple Beth Torah wishes a speedy recovery to 
former member and past president Rich Wiener. 
 
Condolences go out to Iris Kelley  and her family 
on the passing of Mike Kelley. May his memory be 
a blessing to all. 
 
Our prayers go out to TBT congregant Phillipe 
Bellande’s family members who are in Haiti. 
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Thank you to the Sisterhood for the amazing and 
delicious oneg after the memorial service for my 
mother, Mildred Denbina. Thank you also for the 
lovely plant that came from the temple and all the 
cards, hugs, prayers and support. Our TBT family 
made this very sad time much easier to get through. 
The Keith and Denbina Families 
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In addition to buying grocery cards from TBT, you can 
help us earn even more money every time you shop at 
Kroger. We have renewed our account with Kroger’s 
Neighbor to Neighbor program, so every time you use 
your Kroger Plus Card, a percentage of your eligible 
purchases can be put into TBT’s account. To start: 

�  Go to www.krogerneighbortoneighbor.com and 
click on “Find Your Organization.” 

�  Type in “Temple Beth Torah” and hit the 
“Search” button. 

�  A page called “Customer Letter” will appear, 
which contains information about the program 
and a bar code at the bottom. 

�  Print that page and take it to Kroger. 
�  Give the cashier the Customer Letter and your 

Kroger Plus Card. After the letter and card are 
scanned, each purchase you make will be linked 
to TBT’s account for the duration of the 
program year (through April 30, 2010). You 
don’t need to carry the Customer Letter with 
you each time — just your Kroger Plus Card 
will do! 

If you have any questions or would like a copy of the 
Customer Letter e-mailed directly to you, please contact 
Carol Wellner at carold.wellner@gmail.com. 

 

Yahrtzeits for February 
 
We remember those in our family who passed 
away in the month of February. The following 
names will be read from the pulpit at Shabbat 
services throughout the month. It is customary 
for a family member to attend services to 
participate in the kaddish when a loved one’s 
name is read. Please contact Dan Gordon to 
make additions or corrections to this list. 
 

Allan Berger, Marybeth Graf, Abe Kleinman, 
Aaron Markowitz, Harold Minkes, Ben Myers, 

Linda Penn, Isabella Podorzer, Harry Rappaport, 
Beatrice Sayovitz, Arlene Starr, Barbara Teichner, 

Bob Theriot, Simon Utay, Louis Wellins 
 

May their memories be a blessing to all. 

 
����

��������	
������

���
�����������������

��������	
������

�����	�������	��
��������
�����
������������������	��������
������
����
��������	�
����������������	�������������
����
��	����
�
��	��
����������������	
��
���
��	������ ������� ���������
�	����������	
��
�	
�������������������

���
����	
�����������	
��
��������������������	
���
�����
���
�
���� ����������!"#$%%&$'&##������$
�����	
������
� (�	��)������*��	���� ��
 

���� �!��"��#�
Grocery cards from TBT make great gifts all year, and 
they help you get your necessary items, too! We have 
cards for Kroger and Randalls always available for 
purchase. Here’s how it works: TBT receives 4% of 
your total purchase when you shop with a Kroger gift 
card and 3% when you shop with a Randalls card. If 
you have a Randalls keychain card, have it credited to 
#1328 for an additional 1% to TBT. 
 

We also have aprons available for sale. To purchase 
grocery cards or aprons, leave a message for Carol 
Wellner at the TBT office (281-446-5611) or e-mail her 
at carold.wellner@gmail.com. 
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When you’re shopping online, first go to our Web site (www.temple-beth-torah.org) and click on the 
amazon.com link.  This takes you directly to amazon.com. Do your shopping just as you always would 
(for gift items, cookware, electronics, office supplies, books, CDs, DVDs, etc.). The temple 
automatically earns a percentage from all purchases you make . . . AT NO EXTRA COST TO YOU!! 
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 Please consider making a donation to support  
Temple Beth Torah’s many worthy endeavors.  

Please indicate which fund you would like your contribution to support,  
as well as the names of those you wish to honor or remember. 
Mail your donation and form to the Treasurer at 

 Temple Beth Torah 
320 Shallow Drive 
Humble, TX 77338 

 
Your Name and Address  AMOUNT NAME OF FUND 
 
_______________________  _______ General Fund 

 
_________________________  _______ Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 
_________________________  _______ Permanent Memorial Plaque ($300 minimum) 
 
_________________________  _______ Music Fund 
 
_________________________  _______ Burt Levy Memorial Library Fund 
 
_________________________  _______ Tom Theriot Memorial Program Fund 
 
________________________  _______ Other (Please specify __________________ ) 
 
This donation is in honor/in memory of _______________________________________________ 

 
Please send an acknowledgement of this donation to_____________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Please contact the temple at (281) 446-5611 with any questions. 
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