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Starting June 28, Temple Beth Torah’s Religious School Principal Selina 
Smith, teacher and education chair Carrie Keith and Rabbinic Spiritual Leader 
Dan Gordon will attend a three-day conference in Jackson, Mississippi. The 
conference, entitled “Go and Teach,” is sponsored by The Institute of Southern 
Jewish Life (ISJL). 
 
TBT partnered with ISJL in September, 2008. Based in Mississippi, ISJL is 
run by Macy Hart, the long-time director of a Reform Movement Jewish 
summer camp. Macy established a museum and a staff to provide 
programming for small rural towns in the south. The education department is 
the shining star of the organization. ISJL has developed a complete curriculum 
to help teachers plan for every age group. Additionally, three times a year, 
participating communities have on-site visits from educational “fellows”: 
young college graduates who are trained to ignite enthusiasm in religious 
school students and teachers. This year, ISJL fellow Andrew Terkel came to 
TBT three times, adding music and spirit to our Shabbat services and to 
Sunday School. Andrew is departing for Israel to attend Rabbinic School, so 
next year, Rachel Jarman, whose office will be based in Dallas, will serve as 
TBT’s educational fellow. 
   
At the June conference, Selina, Carrie and Dan will interact with educators 
from other small Jewish communities all over the south. The keynote speaker 
for the conference will be Joel Grishaver, publisher of the Torah Aura 
textbooks and author of several books, including “40 Things You Can Do to 
Save the Jewish People.” Grishaver is known for making education fun as well 
as enlightening, especially for youth. 
   
Carrie Keith’s attendance at this conference is made possible by virtue of her 
winning the Houston area Jewish Teacher of the Year award last year. She was 
awarded funds to attend professional development conferences of her choice, 
and she has chosen to connect with ISJL. Selina’s participation is supported in 
part by TBT and in part by a grant from the Bureau of Jewish Education. 

Temple Beth Torah welcomes individuals and families 
to become part of our family to worship, learn and celebrate together. 

Temple Beth Torah 
320 Shallow Drive 

Humble, Texas 77338 
(281) 446-5611 

www.temple-beth-torah.org 



 

June 2009       Sivan/Tammuz 5769 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1   Sivan 9 2  Sivan 10 3  Sivan 11 4  Sivan 12 5  Sivan 13 6  Sivan 14 

 Get your 
Kroger and 
Randalls 
grocery cards 
from Carol 
Wellner. 
 

 
 

  
 

Tot Shabbat 
6:00 PM  
 
Shabbat 
Service 
7:00 PM 

 
 

7  Sivan 15 8  Sivan 16 9  Sivan 17 10  Sivan 18 11  Sivan 19 12  Sivan 20 13  Sivan 21 
TBT Board 
Meeting 
7:00 PM 

 
Join Kroger’s 
Neighbor to 
Neighbor 
program to 
earn money for 
TBT every time 
you shop. 

 
 

  Semi-Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting 
7:15 PM 
 
Shabbat 
Service 
7:45 PM 
 

 

14  Sivan 22 15  Sivan 23 16  Sivan 24 17  Sivan 25 18  Sivan 26 19  Sivan 27 20  Sivan 28 
    

 
 
 

Lay-led 
Shabbat 
Service 
7:45 PM 

 
 

21  Sivan 29 22  Sivan 30 23  Tammuz 1 24  Tammuz 2 25  Tammuz 3 26  Tammuz 4 27  Tammuz 5 
 
 

To earn money 
for TBT, visit 
our Web site, 
click on the 
amazon.com 
link, and shop 
away! 
 

 
 

 
 

 Shabbat 
Service 
7:45 PM 

 

28  Tammuz 6 29  Tammuz 7 30  Tammuz 8     

Sisterhood at 
La Madeleine 
10:00 AM 
 
TBT Men’s 
Club at Extra 
Innings 
Noon 
 
 

      



 
MESSAGE FROM OUR SPIRITUAL LEADER 

Tzedakah 
Keep Giving – It’s All Good 

During difficult economic times, we all need to have good control of our priorities. Almost everyone I know has had to 
cut back on something. Many personal economic decisions have a ripple effect on others. A friend of mine got laid off 
and is doing a series of part-time jobs without health benefits to make ends meet. She recently told me that, for years, 
she had her hair colored by a professional hairdresser once a month for $75. She can’t afford to do that anymore and is 
doing her own color. This may seem like a small example, but the reason she mentioned it was because she knows other 
clients from the same hairdresser who are doing the same thing. She knows her hairdresser has a family to support and 
said to me, “It’s sad. Because I have less income, so does she.” Our economy is based on priorities. When we must cut 
down on our spending, others feel the effect. 
 
Many charities have been affected by the economy because some major philanthropists are no longer able to underwrite 
programs and organizations at the same level. Hadassah lost $90 million and had to drastically alter their youth services 
programs. The Union for Reform Judaism had to lay off several staff members and restructure their service to 
congregations. Some synagogues have had to let their rabbis go, or even fold entirely. A social service agency that 
provided support to victims of gang violence in Los Angeles folded. Any agency that is dependent on voluntary 
donations has felt the pinch. By extension, there is now a real void for individuals who rely on institutions that provide 
emotional, mental, physical, spiritual and financial support. And some people who never expected to be out of work may 
soon be among the truly needy. 
 
Despite all this difficulty, though, people do continue to give tzedakah (charity). The Hebrew word literally means 
“righteousness,” and our teachings remind us that giving is “the right thing to do.” But, of course, we must all have 
priorities. Those who are committed to a cause or many causes might have to reduce the amount they give but should 
continue to give as they are able. According to Maimonides, a 12th-century Spanish philosopher, “If a poor man asks 
you for help and you have nothing to give, you must console him with words.” We are expected to treat needy people 
with kindness and respect. We never know when we ourselves – or someone close to us – may be in need of such 
kindness. 
 
According to Maimonides, all giving is good and necessary. He also recognized that some ways of giving are better than 
others. He developed an eight-step “ladder” as a guide. All giving does something good for the one who is needy; it also 
does something good for the giver in terms of his/her mitzvah. Each level offers its own type of spiritual reward. In 
ascending order, here is how Maimonides categorizes our gifts (number one is the lowest level and number eight the 
highest): 
 

1. Giving unwillingly or grudgingly; 
2. Giving a nominal amount cheerfully; 
3. Giving only after being asked; 
4. Giving before being asked; 
5. Giving without knowing the recipient (though the recipient may know the giver); 
6. Giving anonymously to someone you know is needy; 
7. Giving anonymously in such a way so the giver does not know the recipient and the recipient does not know the 

giver; 
8. Giving the kind of assistance that helps someone become self-sufficient and no longer in need. 

 
The other meaning for the word tzedakah is justice. It’s just as important to give when we are able, as to be able to be 
recipients when we need to be. Hopefully, there will be a “level eight” result, and the receivers of today will be the 
helpers of tomorrow. 
 
B’shalom, 
 
Dan Gordon



 
MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

Summer is here, and we all look forward to the time of 
the year when homework, projects and extracurricular 
activities take a break (or at least ease up), and we can 
hopefully spend more time doing fun family activities. 
Just because our kids get a break from school, Religious 
School and Hebrew School, please don’t forget that 
your temple – our temple – is still operating and still 
needs you! 
 
The first order of business for the summer: You should 
have received by now your invitation and proxy for the 
congregation’s semi-annual meeting on Friday, June 12. 
If you are able to make the meeting before services, it 
will be a quick summary of the first six months of 2009. 
More importantly, have your voice heard, and return 
your proxy vote regarding the 2009-2010 budget 
approval. 
 
Shabbat services will be held Friday nights throughout 
the summer, and we are looking into doing some special 
activities to possibly compliment our services. It’s a 
great time to stop, reflect and even relax after a busy 
summer week.  It’s also not a bad time to get caught up 
with your temple friends. 
 
I’ve heard a few noises about there being plenty of 
volunteer opportunities this summer, too . . . watch your 
e-mail and newsletter. If you are able to work our 
temple’s needs into your schedule, we’d love to see you 
and have your help! 
 
Here’s to a great, safe summer! Stay cool! 
Shalom, 

Bart 
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The TBT Men’s Club will meet on Sunday, June 
28th at noon at Extra Innings. This is a really cool 
15,000-square-foot indoor baseball batting practice 
facility located approximately one block from TBT. 
Their address is 1803 Roughneck Drive in 
Humble, and the Web site is www.ExtraInnings-
Humble.com. 

We will have a team competition with an award 
ceremony and lunch afterwards. Plan for about two 
hours total. No prior batting experience is 
necessary! 

It’s important to know how many people to expect 
for this event, so please RSVP to Steve Smith at 
dermtx@aol.com. Please join us! 
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Compiled by Dan Gordon 

 

June 5-6   Naso   Numbers 4:21-7:89  
“Naso” concludes the census, and the work of the 
various clans is described. Practical instructions are 
given regarding sanitary conditions in the Israelite camp 
and restitution for stolen property. To appease a 
suspicious husband, a “ritual in cases of jealousy” is 
given. People who wish to become Nazarites may not 
drink alcohol, have contact with a corpse or cut their 
hair. It is also in this Torah portion that we find the 
priestly benediction, a blessing that God offers through 
Moses and Aaron: “May God bless you and protect you; 
May God’s countenance shine upon you and be 
gracious to you; May God’s presence be with you and 
grant you peace.” This blessing continues to be offered 
at every life cycle event, wedding, bar/bat mitzvah, bris 
or baby naming and every Shabbat as a blessing to 
children. 
   
June 12-13   Behaalotecha   Numbers 8:1-12:16  
The Israelites kvetch to Moses about their living 
conditions in the desert, and a disgusted Moses 
complains to God about them. God’s response is to 
instruct Moses to delegate his power. Later Miriam and 
Aaron, Moses’ brother and sister, demonstrate their 
jealousy by criticizing Moses. Miriam is punished with 
leprosy, and Moses pleads to God for her healing with 
the words “El na, refanah la – heal her, God, heal her 
now.” After seven days, she is healed. 
   
June 19-20   Shelach-Lecha   Numbers 13:1-15:41  
After hearing that the land of Israel is filled with giants, 
the people tell Moses and Aaron that they want to go 
back to Egypt. God furiously threatens to disown them 
and create a new nation, but Moses appeals to God’s 
concern for His own reputation and God pardons the 
ingrates. Moses tells the people that the “ger” or 
stranger is to be treated like an Israelite, the Sabbath 
must be observed and tzitzit must be worn to remind 
them to observe all the commandments. 
   
June 26-27   Korach   Numbers 16:1-18:32  
Korach joins together with some followers to challenge 
the leadership of Moses and Aaron. Moses calls upon 
God’s support, and the ground swallows up Korach and 
other participants of the rebellion. This story is often 
troublesome to scholars, who may feel that Korach’s 
questions were justified. Perhaps the story of Korach 
helps us to understand a saying of R. Elazar HaKappar 
in Pirke Avot (4:28): “Envy, irrational cravings, and 
honor take a person out of the world.” Ultimately, 
Korach’s ego became his downfall. 
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We had a great time at Chimichurri’s at Kings Harbor! 
We voted unanimously to kick off our Sisterhood year 
in the same fashion that we concluded for the summer . 
. . outside by the water at Chimichurri’s! So for those 
who missed it in May, you can look forward to joining 
us out on the patio in September. 
 

 
 

This year’s first Sisterhood Sunday morning at La 
Madeleine will be June 28 at 10:00 a.m. Mark your 
calendars for the other Sundays: July 19 and August 16. 
If you would like to be included on the Sisterhood e-
mail list and receive information about our monthly 
activities, please contact Susan Meinholz at 
waterlilies@kingwoodcable.com. 
 

� �'$���� &�'!()� � (� �
We still need people to become 
involved with our new program to help 
maintain our flower beds. With enough 
volunteers, our flower beds should look 
beautiful year-round, so please help. 

Here’s what you can do: 
1.  Volunteer to adopt a section of flower bed. 
2.  Maintain your section of flower bed at your 
convenience every few weeks. 
3.  Enjoy looking at well-groomed flower beds at our 
TBT home and knowing you helped! 
 

After initial weeding, this should take about 15 
minutes of upkeep if your section of flower bed is 
weeded on a regular basis. I have also started putting 
out a weed preventative, which should further help to 
keep the weeds in control. 
 

Please volunteer to help with this worthwhile project. 
We’ll still have occasional “weeding parties,” but this 
would be a good way to do a mitzvah for the temple 
on your own time as well. If you can help, please e-
mail Debbie Swaim at 
dsschem@kingwoodcable.com. 
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This July, Dr. Roman Footnick  will help us 
continue our exploration of “Mind, Body and Spirit,” 
which began in February. Classes will be held on 
four Wednesdays: July 8, 15, 22, and 29. Class 
time is 7 to 8 PM. The suggested donation is $5 
per class for members and $8 per class for non-
members. To RSVP for any or all of these classes, 
please contact Carrie Keith at 
cdk3434buddy@hotmail.com. 
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Many thanks go out to all who prepared onegs in 
May. They include the Hambrecht family, Wellner 
family, Bain family, and Myers family. Lynn 
Gordon, Susan Gaile-Bain, and others also helped 
with desserts for the oneg on the 29th. To all of you, 
and to the kitchen helpers who assist with set-up and 
clean-up including putting out garbage, sweeping 
floors, and washing and drying dishes, and leaving 
the kitchen in a neat and orderly fashion, your efforts 
are greatly appreciated. 
 

As always, if you’d like to prepare an oneg for a 
special occasion or are just interested in doing one, 
give me a call to set a date at 281-354-0642. I’ll be 
glad to explain what is involved in hosting an oneg. 
 

Thanks for your support – it helps to make our Friday 
night services even more special. 
Susan Gaile-Bain 
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SIMCHAS FOR JUNE 

    
Date Birthday Anniversary 

1 Hy Penn 

5 Josh Adler 

 Eric Feinman 

8 Carrie Keith 

10 Jeff Kaufman 

11 Shayna Schulz Bernard & Hanna Lewis 

12   Chris & Diana Hambrecht 

13 Elsie Kullman 

 Tina Sachs 

14   Bart & Alla Myers 

17 Harry Feinman 

19 Michael Wellner Jamie & Leya Nossal 

20 Alan Solovay 

21 Daniel Levine 

24 Aaron Karash Tracy & Tracy Johnson 

 Robbie Abrasley 

26 Brittany Smith Bill & Madeline Podorzer 

28 Tiffany Delap 

 Julia Rhines 

29 Dan Kullman 

 Shirley Stumpf 
 Ellen Winter 

�
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In addition to buying grocery cards from TBT, you can 
help us earn even more money every time you shop at 
Kroger. We have renewed our account with Kroger’s 
Neighbor to Neighbor program, so every time you use 
your Kroger Plus Card, a percentage of your eligible 
purchases can be put into TBT’s account. Getting 
started is easy: 

�  Go to www.krogerneighbortoneighbor.com and 
click on “Find Your Organization.” 

�  Type in “Temple Beth Torah” and hit the 
“Search” button. 

�  A page called “Customer Letter” will appear, 
which contains information about the program 
and a bar code at the bottom. 

�  Print that page and take it to Kroger. 
�  Give the cashier the Customer Letter and your 

Kroger Plus Card. After the letter and card are 
scanned, each purchase you make will be linked 
to TBT’s account for the duration of the 
program year (through April 30, 2010). You 
don’t need to carry the Customer Letter with 
you each time — just your Kroger Plus Card 
will do! 

If you have any questions or would like a copy of the 
Customer Letter e-mailed directly to you, please contact 
Carol Wellner at carolwellner@yahoo.com. 

Yahrtzeits for June 
We remember those in our family who passed away 
in the month of June. The following names will be 
read from the pulpit at Shabbat services throughout 
the month. It is customary for a family member to 
attend services to participate in the kaddish when a 
loved one’s name is read. Please contact Dan 
Gordon to make additions or corrections to this list. 
 

Ilse Julie Ballin, Betty Bedell, Frayda Berkowitz, 
Charles Carney, Irving Hauptman, Mary Hirsch, 
Arie Katzman, Emma Mounger, Perry Pollard, 

Sandy Pollard, Robert Rose, John Ruskis, 
Betty Ryder, Hannah Rosenberg Schalet, 

Martha Sonnenfeld 
 

May their memories be a blessing to all. 
�
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Grocery cards from TBT make great gifts all year, 
and they help you get your necessary items, too! We 
have cards for Kroger and Randalls always available 
for purchase. Here’s how it works: TBT receives 4% 
of your total purchase when you shop with a Kroger 
gift card and 3% when you shop with a Randalls 
card. If you have a Randalls keychain card, have it 
credited to #1328 for an additional 1% to TBT. 
 
We also still have aprons available for sale. To 
purchase grocery cards or aprons, leave a message for 
Carol Wellner at the TBT office (281-446-5611) or e-
mail Carol at carolwellner@yahoo.com. 
�
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When you’re shopping online, first go to our Web site (www.temple-beth-torah.org) and click on the 
amazon.com link.  This takes you directly to amazon.com. Do your shopping just as you always would 
(for gift items, cookware, electronics, office supplies, books, CDs, DVDs, etc.). The temple 
automatically earns a percentage from all purchases you make . . . AT NO EXTRA COST TO YOU!! 
 
 

DDDDonation Formonation Formonation Formonation Form    
 Please consider making a donation to support  
Temple Beth Torah’s many worthy endeavors.  

Please indicate which fund you would like your contribution to support,  
as well as the names of those you wish to honor or remember. 
Mail your donation and form to the Treasurer at 

 Temple Beth Torah 
320 Shallow Drive 
Humble, TX 77338 

 
Your Name and Address  AMOUNT NAME OF FUND 
 
_______________________  _______ General Fund 

 
_________________________  _______ Spiritual Leader’s Discretionary Fund 
 
_________________________  _______ Permanent Memorial Plaque ($300 minimum) 
 
_________________________  _______ Music Fund 
 
_________________________  _______ Burt Levy Memorial Library Fund 
 
_________________________  _______ Tom Theriot Memorial Program Fund 
 
________________________  _______ Other (Please specify __________________ ) 
 
This donation is in honor/in memory of _______________________________________________ 

 
Please send an acknowledgement of this donation to_____________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Please contact the temple at (281) 446-5611 with any questions. 

 
 
 



  

 
 
 

   ����������	�
 �����!�"����#�� $	%%�
&� � �����'������

� � � (	%%�
&� � �'��������������

������!�"����(� (	%%�
&� � ����������&�����)�

 �����!�"����*+� (	*#�
&� � ����,�������-��)��)������� �&�����)�

� � � (	.#�
&� � �'��������������

 �����!�"����*/� (	.#�
&� � ���,�����'��������������

 �����!�"����+$� (	.#�
&� � �'��������������

������!�"����+0� *%	%%��&� � ������'����������&������� ��

� � � 1���� � � ����&��2��-�������������3����)��

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Temple Beth Torah 
320 Shallow Drive 
Humble, TX 77338 
(281) 446-5611 
 www.temple-beth-torah.org 
 

 


