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MESSAGE FROM OUR SPIRITUAL LEADER

America and Judaism:
Worlds of Disagreement and Reconciliation

In 2005, the Supreme Court of the United StateSmoérica, in a 5-4 decision, ruled that the dispdayhe
Ten Commandments on government property in Kentweks unconstitutional, violating the First
Amendment’s provision against the government eistiaiblg a religion.

In 2005, the Supreme Court of the United StateSmoérica, in a 5-4 decision, ruled that the dispdayhe
Ten Commandments on government property in Texaadl violate the Constitution because its conteas
secular. All nine justices were the same as irKiirgtucky vote.

Ashkenazi (Eastern European) Jews do not eat nd@assover, and usually name their children affatives
who have passed away. Sephardic (Middle Eastemng &at rice on Passover and often name theirrehild
after living relatives.

The principles of the United States and the priesipf Judaism have a lot in common. They're liatbed

on laws, but the practice is developed by the pretation of those laws. And that's where disagrests
come in. Tevya, the famous characteFiddler on the Rooforiginated by Sholom Aleichem’s short stories)
was able to listen to one argument and say “yaugt®.” When he heard the second argument, he said
“You're also right.” The rabbi’s son asked him,dW can they both be right?” and Tevya said, “Yoown
you’re also right!”

| find it interesting that America is so often netl to as a “Christian nation” when it seems thawe so
Jewishly!

In fact, honest, respectful disagreement is verghraupart of how to be an American and how to okeser
Judaism. Jewish people will differ in their contsepf dietary laws, Shabbat observarizedakalpriorities
and righteous living. Sometimes, there are magiyt @nswers and one custom “wins.” Rabbi Shammai
suggested eight Hanukkah candles be lit the figgttrwith one fewer candle lit each night. RablididH
suggested we begin with one candle the first ragick increase to eight by the final night. Shamangued
that in the story about the oil lasting eight ddkigre was less oil each night; Hillel countereat thur joy
increases throughout the holiday. Hillel's opinlmecame the practice, but like Supreme Court datwssi
Shammai’s minority opinion is still remembered. Wang oumezuzalat an angle in our doorways. Why?
Rashi said that themezuzalshould be hung vertically, presumably to pointaodvheaven. His grandson said
it should hang horizontally, perhaps to point ieside home. So, we compromise, and tiltrttezuzah

When Rosh Hashanah falls on Shabbat, Orthodox andetvative synagogues do not blow shefar.

Many Reform congregations do, including Temple Bethah. Talmudic rabbis have offered both opinions
One says that because gtofarwas blown on Shabbat/Rosh Hashanah in the dayedioly Temple, we
should continue the practice to remind us of ol g have the Temple rebuilt; another says theabse the
shofarwas blown on Shabbat/Rosh Hashanah, we shmilblow theshofaron these days until the Temple
is rebuilt. Both have valid points. Some Jewfofslone way, some the other. (If you'd like to exp the
shofarexample in more depth, talk with Rabbi Zev Welliwko has written about his personal views and
practices on the subject.)

The Talmud, the oral tradition that dictates mdstewish practice, includes all the arguments,mgjuis the
opportunity to study and explore those ideas tithhdt make it into modern practice. Like SupreGuairt
decisions, majority and minority opinions are psbéd. And many times, the arguments continue.
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| recently heard a lecture by Dr. David Dow, a ¢itagonal law professor from the University of Hsion.

He commented that the Constitution was formed then@forcement of law obvious, and offered the
guestion, “So why do we have so many cases? Shbuldst of these decisions be obvious?” When he
teaches in law school, he said that there are sawgethat don't totally make sense; you just neekinow
which is which. He compared it to Jews knowingdiféerence between which blessings to recite. ke
we sayhamotzj the prayer for bread, and when is does the aakgizza, or cookies not “count” as bread and
require another blessing? Do we say the praydorfead or grains over cornbread? Do we say thgepfar
fruit from trees over banana bread?

While Jewish people employ a variety of practices,honor the concept &flal Yisrael — the whole
community of Israel. We do our best to determirnécv practices make sense for us while respedtiag t
another’s opinion could be just as valid. It ddekeep us from having disagreements and sometireated
arguments. But hopefully, at the end of the daymaintain respect for our differences as we sageople-
hood.

Americans are now in the midst of choosing a nesgigeent. There are passionate supporters ancctbera
of both candidates and political parties. Whodezomes President will have to understand the @brode
K’lal America, and serve the whole community. Disagreementslaudissions will continue, and hopefully,
like Tevya, we'll be able to listen to the varias@nd see the valid points of each.

In the Talmud, Rabbi Tarfon was asked by studéwbjch is more important, study or practice?” He
answered, “Practice is more important.” Rabbi Aksaid, “Study is more important.” The studentsewe
faced with two great teachers who said the oppoStg they concluded, “Study is more important wie
leads to practice.”

And themezuzahemains tilted.

Let’'s keep our minds and hearts open to beinggfawo whole communities, as we recognize theretsn
for all of us in Judaism and in America.

B’shalom,

$ %

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

November is here and that means a lot of thingsumantin Texas has arrived bringing cooler weather
(finally) and we’ve made it to the end of hurricaseason (a sigh of relief), just to name a fewis Vkar it
also means that we Americans will be electing a pmsgident and MSNBC and CNN and FOX will have to
find a new subject for their programming (no moebates!)!

November also means...the obvious...you guessed it.. KBganng!! This is one holiday that particularly
gets me excited. Not only do | know that | am goio spend the day with my family cooking (my wife
makes the best turkey and | make the best mashatbps!) and eating and celebrating and watchiotpbl,
but Thanksgiving is also the on@ajor holiday that everybody in this country celebrategardless of religion
or race. Although traditions may differ family family, it isn’t what holiday my family celebrategrsus
what holiday your family celebrates. Thanksgivia@ holiday that ALL Americans celebrate togetiwed
together “enjoy” the hustle and bustle of the prapans. It's also a good day to take a few miawed think
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about what you have and thank G-d for it and remerhbw you've been blessed over the year and during
your life.

This November means one more thing...TBT’s familyeat is going to happen; it has been (re)schedaled
Sunday, November 16...the third time’s a charm! 8Suallard has been working hard to plan this daiy an
make it special (a big thanks). It promises talygeat day...especially since Susan has alreadg adf
practice this year in planning the day!!! Pleasskyour calendars and join TBT at Lake HoustorkPahis
will be a great opportunity to meet somebody yon'talready know (we’ve had several new familieis jo
the temple this year) and enjoy the company ofahyasl do already know!

Happy November to all....

Shalom,

Amazing Faiths Project Dinner Dialogues
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MEN’S CLUB DINNER
The Men’s Club will meet on Tuesday, November 18th at Amedeo's restaurant on 494 in Kingwood.
Meet at 6:30 pm to hear our guest speaker, Dr Ronald Lepow, on podiatric issues.
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS

There have been many exciting happenings at our S@iday School. On October 19, we celebrated Sukkot

in the beautifully built Sukkah. We ate pizza ie thukkah or shall | say “Pizza in the Hut”. Theldtan had

fun in the Sukkah as Rabbi Dan said the blessingstbe lulav and etrog. In the classrooms ourhtteescand

students were creating edible Sukkahs and mareof tvere eaten before they could make it out of the

temple.

Our students prepared for Simchat Torah by crgdhair Torahs and Israel flags. We had an exciting

celebration as our youngest students had consacratid everyone enjoyed Cantor Robbi Sherwin.

On November 16, we will be holding Sunday schoawtRetreat in the Woods We will begin working on

a recycling project now and continue our projecewlwve get to the park.

| would like to thank all the parents who have bable to join us for the last half hour in the daacy. We

have new students in our religious school prograchveould like to give them Big Welcome to TBT.

Shalom,

Confirmation Class to begin November 21 for Grade8 and up

As our younger students are learning with a newiauum this year, we also have great plans forader
students. One Sunday morning a month, JenniferrBkypa marvelous teacher with a lot of experienith
youth, will teach the Confirmation students from3®11:30. One Friday a month, the students valleha
special Shabbat dinner with Rabbi Dan before sesyiengaging in informal discussion in an intimate
environment. The November classes will begin on, Friday, Novemb@&1, 6:15 P.M with a class dinner,
Discussions will focus on Jewish identity as thelate both to historical and contemporary issuelsetrig a
Jewish teenager in the 2Century.

Thanksgiving
early Shabbat Service

and Dinner
Join our own Reb Dan for a special day after Thanksgiving Shabbat service at 6pm at TBT. We will
then celebrate Shabbat with a non-turkey dinner at Italiano's in Humble starting at 7:15pm.
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Every November, the Jewish Community Center of Housransforms into a giant bookstore, lectureeseri
concert and film festival. This award-winning JelwBook and Arts Fair is a wonderful opportunityisit
with famous authors, enhance your Jewish librad/laarn more about the Jewish community. Dozens of
speakers, musicians, storytellers, lecturers dmfexplore a variety of timely, historical, eduoatl and
spiritual topics. You can go to a program or jusiwse in the bookstore, and you'll be glad youkttiee

time.

Brochures will be available in the Oneg Room at TBiTyou can visitvww.jcchouston.ordor a complete

JCC 36th Annual Book andArts Fair

Lectures, Concerts, Films, Books and Culture Just@Minutes Away

November 2-16

schedule. You can also call the JCC at (713) 7283
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Torah Portions for November
Summarized by Dan Gordon

October 31-November 1, Noah, Genesis 6:9-11:32

Noah'’s story is about new beginnings. Noah, hatiegn “righteous in his day” gains G-d’s trust, aiglfamily
becomes the sole survivors of the Great Flood. éMilevorld is washed away, and Noah and his faméye the
opportunity to rebuild and repopulate. G-d, nasuniaking promises to mankind. His rainbow tell$Heswill never
again destroy the world, and Noah’s line will lagdto Abraham, with whom G-d will connect everlagtpromises.

November 7-8, Lech L'Cha, Genesis 12:1-17:27

G-d speaks to Abram for the first time, establighdoth blessings and covenants. Abram shows tisttaG-d by
leaving his home and following G-d’s plan. It isalear from the Torah why Abram was chosen, butrasidic stories
hint the Abram had a special connection, belieungne G-d when others worshipped idols. G-d ckarigs name to
Abraham, which means “father of many,” and promibes he will be blessed by all nations, and walé a legacy of
many offspring.

Note: TBT will

November 14-15, Vayeira, Genesis 18:1-22:24

There are many tests in this Torah portion. Visittome to see Abraham, and he welcomes them witithoedinary
hospitality. Sarah and Abraham learn that, despé& advanced years, they will have a son togetf®ed consults
with Abraham about His plan to destroy Sodom antch@eah, and Abraham negotiates a plan to try te sa@ city.
Later, Abraham is tested by being asked by G-cdtoifice Isaac. Abraham is prepared to make thisate sacrifice
before an angel of G-d stops him.

November 21-22, Chaya Sarah, Genesis 23:1-25:18

Almost immediately after the near-death of her Sarah dies at 127 years old. Abraham wants to maleshe has an
honorable burial. Though the landowner offersit@ dnim burial land for free, Abraham insists oryipg the full price.
He then sends his servant to look for a wife faats Rebecca, a distant cousin, is chosen bebhaugmdness to
humans and animals indicates a unique sensitivity.

November 28-29, Toldot, Genesis 25:19-28:9

The most volatile sibling rivalry since Cain andeAbegins with the twins, Esau and Jacob, batthirthe womb.
Mother Rebecca is told by G-d that the greatehefttvo shall serve the younger. Esau sells Jaisdhirthright for
some soup, and Jacob collects the blessing ofrdtbdrn with Rebecca’s help. Having built a bestia relationship
based on trickery, deceit and manipulation, JacabEsau realize that the town isn’t big enoughbfath of them. Both
brothers go to uncles. Jacob travels to Rebetatisr's house (where he will marry both of Labasesighters), and
Esau finds himself a wife from the daughters of lgrishmael.
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SIMCHAS FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER

A "‘l'

| % \
Date Birthday Anniversary
5 Gloria Andriuskevicius
7 Zev Wellins
8 Ken & Bernice Troxclair
10 Larry Rhines
15 LaDonna Weiss
17 Bradley Heller
21 Alex Swaim
22  Arielle Harris
23 Alice Kaufman
24 Phillippe Bellande

Liz Smith

25 Rachel Pollard
27 Mindy LaCour
28 Bob & Debbie &m
30 Chuck Weiss

Donations

MABEL AND BOB ABRASLEY

PASTER BRON BARKLEY
IN HONOR OF THE HIGH HOLIDAYS

SUSAN AND MICHAEL CAHN
CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF TOM THERIOT
CELEBRATING THE ENGAGEMENT OF THEIR DAUGHTER, ELLANA, TO AUSTIN BURKE OF WASHINGTON D.C.

ELSY AND MAURICIO FAINBOIM
IN MEMORY OF MOSHE CHAYIM BEN AVRAHAM

HAL JAYSON
IN HONOR OF HY PENN

MADELINE AND BILL PODORZER
IN MEMORY OF BARBARA SILVERMAN,
SISTER OF JONI LEVY

GLORIA ANDRIUSKEVICIUS
RHANI AND DAVID BABENDURE
ELLEN AND JQ DELAP
CAROLE AND RICHARD FEDOCK
JONI LEvY
JEANNE MANDELL
MADELINE AND BiLL PODORZER

SUSAN GAILE BAIN
PATTI DICKENSON
LYNN GORDON AND HY PENN
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SALLY KULLMAN
JONI LEVI
JEANNE MANDELL
MADELINE AND BILL PODORZER

Donations

L YNN GORDON AND HY PENN

SHARYN AND DAVID HARRIS
FOR HURRICANE RELIEF

DEBRA AND J. LEE RETHABER

BOBBYLEE AND JOHN RUSKIS

ELLEN AND STEPHEN STAPLETON
IN MEMORY OF NORA STAPLETON

LEAH THERIOT
IN MEMORY OF HER FATHER, TOM THERIOT

DONNA AND AARON KARAT

LEAH THERIOT
IN MEMORY OF HER FATHER, TOM THERIOT

Holiday Mitzvah for HAAM

Temple Beth Torah has been asked to collect boxBsoavnie Mix for HAAM’s Season of Sharing program.

The mixes will go in baskets to help more than @,R@al families enjoy a Thanksgiving meal. Plelseg
them by November 9.

On Thursday, Dec. 11, from 12-8 p.m. we are scleebiid help HAAM collect toys at their Giving Tree a

Deerbrook Mall. If you can volunteer for a one-hshift, it would be greatly appreciated. Contacs&u
Meinholz
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A big thank you goes out to all who prepared Oned3ctober. Filling in for Debbie Swaim was Susan
Pollard, then Carrie Keith, Alla and Bart Myers éwuisan and Gary Bain preparing an oneg sponsordteby
Hambrecht's.

Please contact me if you have a special occasiontich you'd like to prepare an oneg or just wardo
one. It's easy and fun to do with several helpeessist with set-up and clean-up. It is a mitzicatake a
turn and all members should share in that respitygib

Please leave a message at our TBT office by calldig446-5611, or e-mail me sibaile@embargmail.com

Thank you in advance for you support.
Susan Gaile Bain

Y ahrtzeits for November

We remember those in our family who passed away in the month of November. The following names will be
read from the pulpit at Shabbat services throughout the month. It is customary for a family member to attend
services to participate in the kaddish when a loved one’s name is read. Please call or email Dan Gordon if
there are additions or corrections to this list.
Murray Adler, Joseph Schwartzberg, Alfred Lubin,
Hyman Witkov, Lena Wallach, Myron Gross,
Freda Rae Cahn, Esther Kaufman,
Tony Sulpizio, Natha Lee Rubin,
Jessie Winsburg Bluhm, Robert Wolfohn,
Lenore Greenbaum, Pincus Silverman,
Helen Carney, Florence Jean Blum,
Bill Gaile, Morris Schalet. Ernest Graf,
Mannie Podorzer, Eva Kreissler Erdesz,
Marie Rackmill, Nathaniel Leff
May their memories be a blessing to all.

Thanks to Joni Levy, Susan Bain, Jeanne Mandelinlgordon, Joy Fields and Carol Wellner for getting
books ready and making mahjong menorahs for the @@k sale. Our crafty Carol organized the making
for the menorahs AND has embroidered some lovelgrepthat would make great Chanukah gifts(see
below). For more info, contact Carol@arolwellner@yahoo.com

\"2)

The Gift of Israel Program. . . . .
Make Your Teen'’s Israel
Trip a Reality
GIFT OF ISRAEL is a savings incentive program created espediailyour child’s future teen trip to Israel. If
your child is currently in the™8through 7' grade, the time to enroll is NOW.
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For each year you deposit $150 into your child’dlgieargo savings account, the Jewish Federatidraisp

set aside $150 annually to help fund your child}s. t
For more information, contact Ellen Ellison at (y229-7000, ext. 328, to learn more about thistexgi

opportunity or download an enrollment packet via Bederation’s website at
www.houstonjewish.org/programsforteens.asp

#'% % & % ((
Buy Gift Cards through TBT for all thosecessary items.

2 $ 1 "
TBT receives 4 % when shopping with a Kroger gift card and 3 % when shopping with a Randall’s card. If you
have a
Randall’s keychain card, have it credited to # 1328 for an additional 1% to TBT"
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THE CARING COMMITTEE IS HERE FOR YOU
!
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Suggested donations
Members $5.00 per class (plus cost of materials)
Non members $8.00 per class. (plus cost of masgrial

If you have signed up for Path of Blessipgce of Hebrew class is included in your
registration. For more information call TBT at 2846-5611or
contact Dan Gordon at dangordon@sbcglobal.net
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Qur Temple Website

Linked to amazon.com
all it takes is one extra click to earn the tempteoney!
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Please consider making a donation to support
Temple Beth Torah’s many worthy endeavors.

Please indicate which fund you would like your cimition to support,
as well as the names of those you wish to honocgraember.
Mail your donation and form to the treasurer at
Temple Beth Torah
320 Shallow Dr.

Humble, TX 77338

Your Name and Address AMOUNT NAME OF FUND

General Fund

Spiritual Leader’s Discretionary Fund

Permanent Memorial Plaq¢®300 minimun

High Holiday Fund (please specify )

Other ( please specify )

This donation is in honor/in memory of

Please send an acknowledgement of this donation to

Please contact the temple at (281) 446-5611 wiyhgaestions
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ExXCIfINg upcoming events

November 2 Sunday 9-1PM TBT Book Sale and Bagels
Nov.2 — 16 JCC BOOK FAIR!
November 13 Thursday 6:30 — 9:30 PM Amazing Faith dinner and discussion
November 14 Friday 6:00 PM Tot Shabbat
7:45 PM Shabbat Service
November 16 Sunday 11:00 AM - 5:00 PM Retreat to the Woods
November 18 Tuesday 6:30 PM Men'’s Club dinner and guest speaker
November 21 Friday 6:15 PM Confirmation Class and dinner
November 28 Friday 6:00 PM Early Shabbat Service followed by dinner at Italiano’s

320 Shallow Drive

Humble, TX 77338

(281) 446-5611
www.temple-beth-torah.org




